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CHALLENGING
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The individuals breaking away
from tradition in the legal
profession are using their
innovative legal businesses to
offer a competitive edge, writes
Angela Priestley, and they may
just also help solve some
fundamental challenges facing
the legal sector




the box breakers

JEREMY SZWIDER

BESPOKE

sremy S
market is O gi e recent launch of his virtual law
firm — Be which has the potential to revolutioni
the traditional |
perienc rking in Australia and Europe, within both
and in-house r felt the time was right to launch a
virtual law firm and he did just that in early 2009.
s fascinated by the e-commerce world, Szwider spent a lot of
with his unique business model. “I felt
t, particularly in the Australian | market-
and the in-house model.”
model,
ments of in-house and private practic
s and flagged by Szwic s the “new third tier of the le
Having always ec y should become more a
with a client’s business ne r developed Besy _aw to cre-
what he
“This hybrid model...t h client’s business [and]
it’s this virtual platform and techn vyers to do that,”
ider explains.
bing how his virtt ) V says the busine
allows their lawyers to act like an in-house lawyer as an extension
client’s business.
“Through the luxuries of te ologies and & ese online applica-

tions we're L . [we are] really accessible at the click of a button -

Szwider says Bespoke Law | s otherw
sociated with private practice and as a resuit, are “30 to 50
aper”. The firm also offers alternative fee arrangements and
they do not operate onanh basis - so they’ watching the clock”
t his model will be successful Szwider believes alternative
al business sdels will continue to develop really quickly over the
t few
“The virtual law firm is not going to replace the traditional law firms
but it will be see a tion in the
“It's a matter of being ahead of the curve, which I'm trying to do.

Briana Everett

“The virtual law fir
is not going to
replace the
traditional law firm
but it will be seen
as an evolution in
the way a legal
service is provided”




